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NEWS RELEASE 
Feb. 3, 2003 
Contact: Teri Rizvi 
rizvi@udayton.edu 
(Editor's Note: To request an advance interview with Cesar Pelli, contact Mig Halpine at (203) 
777-2515.) 
'SCHUSTER CENTER JUST ABOUT THE COOLEST PLACE IN DAYTON, OR WHAT?': 
ARCHITECT CESAR PELLI TO OFFER FREE TALK ABOUT NEW LANDMARK 
DAYTON, Ohio- The title says it all: "Is the Schuster Center Just About the Coolest Place 
in Dayton, or What?" 
As part of the Tenth Annual Humanities Symposium at the University of Dayton and 
opening weekend festivities at the new Benjamin and Marian Schuster Center for the Performing 
Arts {www.schustercenter.org), renowned architect Cesar Pelli will talk about Dayton's gleaming 
downtown landmark at 4 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 28, in the Frederick C. Smith Auditorium (Building 
12) at Sinclair Community College. Pelli, the building's architect, describes the center as "an 
exclamation point for Dayton." The event is free, but tickets are required. Call229-3490 for 
tickets. 
"Dayton's new Benjamin and Marian Schuster Center for the Performing Arts is the most 
ambitious construction project in downtown, and it will enrich the cultural life of the region for 
decades," said Richard Benedum, alumni chair in the humanities and a professor of music at the 
University of Dayton. "It will not only provide a superb, state-of-the-art facility for performances 
but also play a pivotal role in the larger picture of downtown renewal and revitalization. UD's 
Tenth Annual Humanities Symposium will explore the integration of urban planning, aesthetics, 
acoustics and civil engineering in the planning of the center." 
One interesting highlight of the symposium: It will contrast the new construction in 
downtown Dayton with the destruction of the twin towers of New York's World Trade Center. 
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W. Gene Corley, who led the study into the World Trade Center collapse, will talk about lessons 
learned from the disaster in a Distinguished Speaker Series talk at 7:15p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 18, in 
the Kennedy Union Ballroom. 
Here's the full line-up of University of Dayton events, all free and open to the public: 
• 7:30 p.m., Sunday, Feb. 16: "Of Plato and Planes: Engineers Among Humanists" 
panel discussion in Sears Recital Hall, featuring UD alumnus Robert C. Bolz Jr., 
deputy director of the F-22 program for Lockheed Martin Aeronautics, and Brother 
Raymond L. Fitz, S.M., past president of the University of Dayton and Feree 
professor of social justice in the Fitz Center for Leadership in Community. 
• 4:30p.m., Monday, Feb. 17: "The Schuster Center: Context and Impact" lecture in 
Sears Recital Hall by John Gower, director of the department of planning and 
community development for the city of Dayton. 
• 7:30p.m., Monday, Feb. 17: "Pelli, Sound and Vicissitudes of the Modern" lecture in 
Sears Recital Hall by Christian Otto, professor of the history of architecture and 
urbanism at Cornell University. 
• 4:30 p.m., Tuesday, Feb. 18: "Spaces and Sounds" lecture and performance by 
Richard Benedum with Richard J. Fuller on fortepiano and Julane Rodgers on 
harpsichord in the Sears Recital Hall. 
• 7:15 p.m., Tuesday, Feb. 18: "World Trade Center Attack: Why the Towers Fell," a 
talk in the Kennedy Union Ballroom by W. Gene Corley, senior vice president of 
Construction Technology Laboratories Inc. He was part of a team who studied the 
collapse of the towers on Sept. 11. He also led a building performance assessment 
team that investigated the bombing of the federal building in Oklahoma City. 
• 7 p.m., Wednesday, Feb. 19: "Meeting of the Minds," University of Dayton 
professors and a student dress up as historical figures and engage in impromptu 
intellectual conversation in the Sears Recital Hall. Featuring John Heitmann as 
Buckminster Fuller, Loren Gannon as Thomas Jefferson, Ashley Cecil as Maya Lin 
and David Herrelko as Leonardo da Vinci. 
• 8:30p.m., Wednesday, Feb. 19: recital in Sears Recital Hall, featuring Richard J. 
Fuller on forepiano and Julane Rodgers on harpsichord. 
• 4 p.m., Friday, Feb. 28: '~Dayton's Schuster Center for the Performing Arts," lecture 
by architect Cesar Pelli in the Frederick C. Smith Auditorium at Sinclair Community 
College. Free, but tickets required. Call 229-3490. Sponsored in part by a grant 
from the Montgomery County Arts and Cultural District. 
A celebration for the opening of the $121 million Schuster Center at Second and Main Streets 
is slated for the weekend of Feb. 28-March 2. For more information about the symposium, see 
http:/ /www.udayton.edu/ -alumnichair I symposium. 
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For media interviews, contact Richard Benedum at (937) 229-3986 or 
Richard.Benedum@notes. udayton.edu. 
